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ABSTRACT

Traditional houses are the most essential archigectura hargfony with the people's

culture, beliefs, environment and lifestyles. T i contemporary architecture

by tracking traditional design values i i arguments concerning the

implementation of authentic Malay trad i i

addition, it is hypothesized that the es tMeoretically provide a constructive
rary Malay house. In this research, data
iew. The evidence revealed that Malay

arch investigation. The research has highlighted the
design values towards innovative design in the architecture of

INTRODUCTIG,

Throughout the various stages of architectural history, the richness of architectural design values
has contributed to the independent concepts for the formation of novel ideas. The injection of
traditional design values has generated significant impacts on the overall quality of the built
environment. Implementation of traditional design values in contemporary architecture acts as a
manifestation between past, present and future [3]. Design values of the Malay traditional houses
have recognized as one of the rational architectural movements in the context of time.
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Additionally, design values have been adopted based on pure ideology and belief as a notable
architectural style that can be highly accretive to the contemporary Malay house design [4].
Despite the richness of architectural design values in the Malay traditional house, inattentiveness
to the values of traditional design in contemporary Malay house architecture has become a
controversial subject among scholars and practitioners [5]. Currently, the manifestation of design
values in contemporary Malay house architecture is the core of discussion on the problematic
issues in architectural design. The contemporary Malay House architecture is an outcome of this
inattentiveness. It loses its originality and becomes a hybrid global architecture with existential
conflicts between its origins and new architecture [6].

Numerous efforts have been attempted by scholars and practition address the relevant
issues. For instance, Pallasmaa [7] asserted that the spirit of time and plac ugh an unorthodox

any possible origins from elsewhere, to achieve modern
design of buildings. According to Allsopp [8] traditio

physical and spatial features as an honest a

and cultural symbolism [9]. Although, s ree to have demons@ted various models, ideas
and design approaches to the issueglf inattentiveness to he desig” values and concepts of
traditional Malay houses as an interad@ignal by nd present is perceivable and
occurs across the country. The tradition w being modified by unfettered ideas
and bad imitations. Traditio falay houses have a positili#e impact on inspiration of meaning of

It is becoming a crugj j traditional design values in contemporary
architecture, partj ) approaches such as critical regionalism,
vernacularism, il j Modification and adaptation of contemporary

aditional design experiences are vital to the development of

alay houses should be incorporated into the implementation of
tural houses designs. The relevance and benefits of this

principle of histo

contemporary archi

The assessment of arguments has been achieved through cross examine the evidence, providing a
series of facts which connect in a logical theoretical foundation and followed by a confirmative
process, discussion and justification of the outcome.

OVERVIEW OF ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN VALUES

The term “architectural design value” in this research is used in the context of traditional
architectural design which has a considerable significance to the design of the traditional Malay
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house and consequently to contemporary Malay houses. Design values have always been
important throughout history of architectural practice. Architectural design values represent the
excellence of total design quality. Such qualities include but not limited to goodness, wholeness,
art, craftsmanship, integration, user quality and so on. The concept of design value in architecture
cannot be isolated from history, tradition and theory as a historical momentum to clarify design
values in a specific context. A comprehensive design value speaks not only to the individual, but
to the society's cultural context. In the composition of traditional Malay house compounds in rural
Melaka the significance of historical momentum was brought up as a series of predetermined
explorative concept [11] such as minimalism, spirit of place, etc.
Similarly, the significance of architectural design values was brought 448 relation to historical
and traditional background, particularly the design value of structural which has been
specified not only as "considerable historical and traditional rogfs but as an

individual

value of design is not measurable because it is no
Additionally, design values are the rational in
expressible societal functional system thatycan b
Successful architectural design values
process. In the process of designing, t
the issues of concept and design princ
rt of the architectural design principle.
nigque expertise or core of proficiency
n to the community, the framing, the

generally understood as a treasure-store of design values and

chitecture demands a deep understanding of societies' background

rchitecture. Bird [16] concluded, "The iconographies of indigenous

culture and local cal conditions have been very productive players in the making of

contemporary architg€ture in building and urban development scale.” The implementation of

indigenous materials it’s a harmonious process in the nature of the contemporary house setting.

This includes effective ventilation, protection from direct sunlight thus regulating the indoor

temperature, maintaining and utilizing the various indigenous building materials while preserving
the authenticity of the design values of the Malay traditional houses.

Traditional architecture is a mixture of tangible elements that perceived through the eyes and are

discernible through the overall visual character; and intangible elements which are perceived

through the senses. However, both are laid in the physical and spatial characteristics of Malay

traditional architecture, creating a valuable combination of the values of architectural design of the

166

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES




International Journal of Research in Social Sciences And Humanities http://www.ijrssh.com
(IJRSSH) 2016, Vol. No. 6, Issue No. II, Apr-Jun e-1SSN: 2249-4642, p-1SSN: 2454-4671

house. The characteristics of traditional architecture with respect to its context are a result of
dwellers' perception and experience of the built environment. The notions of traditional
architecture have always demonstrated the quality of its design values through an understanding of
visual shape, form, materials, trim, opening, projection, exposed structure and setting in relation to
the environmental context. In addition, conceptual elements of design also contribute to the
individual space, related space, sequential space and adjacent (Figure 1). These elements of design
values depict in the form of humanistic architecture of the local people who are ethically tied up in
their traditional houses.

2 to the nNvidual space, 18

es. Source: Authors’ archive

quality of life in the development of t
Hence, the inspiration of traditional
through physical and spatial design,

18]. One of the rational connections between the dwellers' needs
le constitute their architectural design values in physical aspects as

traditional architect
and identity [19].

Figure 2: Ther Design Values of Malay Traditional Houses, characterizing by regional qualities, cultural and beliefs,
Source: Photos taken by authors. Johor, Melaka, and Negri Sembilan 167
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The interrelations between past and present reveal how implementation of traditional design
values are adjusted to contemporary design through the implementation of new progressive ideas
[20]. The experience of traditional design values in architecture constitutes a high position within
contemporary architecture via adaptation and modification of ancient qualified ideas, matching the
contemporary lifestyle. The injection of traditional architectural design values and its
characteristic within the cultural context is a source of the applicable signature for the architecture
of contemporary Malay house, acting as a workable production [21]. The essence of the traditional
architecture can bridge the ideas of the past to the present by modification and adaptation in
contemporary architecture. This attitude acts as an effective device forgthe implementation of
design values, which characterize the physical and spatial organizatigfi@among components of
contemporary architecture [22] as shown in Figure 3.

Figure 3: Implementation of traditional desigg characterize the physical and spaij@llorganizations among components of
conjg@@orary areRitecture. Photo taken by authorg

According to Langhein [22], The app! " al a&ign values has contributed to the

constitution of new development scheme e langua®@of architecture. Representation of the
traditional essence in conteg architecture relies ong@he responsibilities of practitioners who
ag#liscourse among scholars indicated, there

sitional, semi public zones; specification of local materials
port the local economy and minimize the negative environmental
he sensitivity to both local culture and topography as shown in

# a0
Figure 4: Adaptability and mobility of traditional design values in creative architectural design.
Source: Idea House [1]
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A reflection of architectural precedents reveals the various principles and values that are linked to
what is known and understood as a system of thought. The sense of traditional Malay house
architecture is accentuated on the use of order, scale, proportion, space, colour and natural light.
Elements of structure, functions, and materials have considerable traditional values in the
architecture of ancient times. The integration of traditional design values with contemporary
design is confined to the particular situation of projects, contextual gesture and environmental
demands [12]. Traditional design values are a cultural injection that improves contemporary
architecture and reveals how design structuralism has characterized its values through traditional
evidence. It is evident that the key factors to be sought in the traditionalgesign values could be
observed in its original essence. In this respect, utilization of various s of traditional Malay
design values have been intertwined with its ideology, and philosophy licity and purity,

architecture of

perceiving and understanding the essence of traditional
design in today’s architecture demonstrate the rationgds

hypothesized based on relevant studi

could result in a more satisfying arch recent ones without any meaningful
background.

THEORETICAL :
TRADITION NyRELATION TO CONTEMPORARY
DESIGN

values in contemporary architectural design expresses

n in the language of architecture. The level of combination

t, theoretically, makes the circumstances possible to match
the state of the environment and present contemporary architecture

several approachab tions by utilization of traditional architecture as a social instrument to
provide solutions to #e issues of contemporary architecture.
Rasmussen’s [25] asserted, Diversity of architectural design values has been found throughout
history in great buildings from ancient to modern times. This diversity is an important part of a
logical relationship that interplays within the context of traditional and contemporary design
values. Hence, design values independently cannot be treated as an element by itself, unless we
relate it to several qualities of design about expression, originality of honest materials and form.
The significance of architectural history indicates a special relationship of wholeness to create a
pattern in which users manipulate to take charge of their own environment [26]. This process is
embedded in the sequence of time through “theoretical and practical innovation.”Contemporary
169
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architecture, through the principals of design relating to the expression of traditional Malay design
values, gives rise to the sense of spatial and physical quality of the overall visual and conceptual
aspect. It depicts the wholeness of the spirit of the time and the contextual interaction to the built
environment Values. Theoretical perspectives including regionalism and vernacular as defined by
scholars are embedded in the key elements of traditional architecture. The term “Vernacular’
architecture” is a development of folk architecture that raised the spiritual aspect of architecture as
a significant and symbolic means for man in relation to “nature, awareness, ideas, concept or
philosophical idea” [8].

Vernacular architecture holds a central position in traditional design vgues that relied on the
purification of its function. This can be used to uncover the factual ing of contemporary
architecture in a disciplinary theoretical manner of simplicity of order yle. A number of

From the regionalism point of view, seekin
original expression of traditional desig ms, user needs and built
environment [28]. For example regigiali ' the interaction between
architecture and users based on and i
ng the accomplishment of purposive
d environmental characteristics. The

BUes of contemporary architecture is a theoretically
of contemporary architectural design, which rely on the

er, to the contemporary architectural design [31].
have creative designs that bridge the past and the present. Thus,
in these cases, alues Of design and its attributes of traditional architecture are revealed
through the tangib intangible character of forms and spaces in contemporary architectural
phenomenon. The v@lues of design are notably recognized as being derived from the simplicity
and minimal traditional design concepts bounded by the perception of ontology, diversity,
spontaneous harmony, analogy and correlative mode of thinking. Recreation toward the traditional
design values in contemporary design is an acceptable and appreciated style, preserving the
balance between past and present as one of the crucial discussions among scholars and
practitioners. Literal replication of traditional design values in architecture contributes to a
creation of innovative design for contemporary architecture. The new form of built environment
involves a new perception shaped by values of traditional design through theories as a
complementary frame of reference in architectural practice [29].
170
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Contemporary architecture is manifested through the identification of a particular environment and
harmonization of buildings within the environmental conditions of a settlement [32]. The
expression of contemporary architecture by implementation of traditional design values
establishes a rational link between culture, architecture and its built environment. Critical
regionalism is the key theme that synthesizes the local cultural meanings, which make the
architectonic feature apart from any cultural prejudice [33]. Additionally, regionalism presented an
alternative approach to the development of contemporary architecture excluded from any
dehumanizing aspects of forms [34]. The modern regionalism performance is a compatible
transformation of traditional design values into contemporary architectugg that characterizes the
quality of the current built environment. Traditional transformation erprets the values of
design to the new trend in principles of design concerning culture, tech and climate, etc.

can resolve the issues in contemporary Malay hous
The influence of culture and geography as the
architectural design values are characterized

uilt environment. Hence,
simplicity of design, material honesty, f design are key values in
contemporary architecture that symbo iti chitectural design, identifying

6]. The indication of theoretical

abitant’s spirituality, ethics, social interaction and ideology (Figure

houses were woven to characteristics of the built environment with

symbolic meanings # a complement to the components of Malay traditional houses. Without

doubt, as one approaches the houses and moves through the different segments, he/she would

discover that the design values of the houses express a reflection of originality, simplicity,

honesty, minimalist character and sense of order that is built upon a firm structural stilted
platform.
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Figure 5: Design Values of the Malay traditional houses are linked to the habitants’ spiritual, ethical, social interaction
and ideology. Photos taken by authors.

DURIEMIE 12:16

-

aigh pitched roof, on-stilts structi

he hduse. Additionally, this clarifies the applicability of the simple

d logical organization of form, shape and spaces for the design of

at is enhanced by the intellectual and emotional perception of the

Malay traditional house structure. A strong sense of geometric

representation is als@erceived through the building components, which not only functionally

relate activities to ofher activities, but geometrically as well. The use of simple treatments in the

organization of form and space in relation to the systematic process of the linear structural system

is perceived as tangible in the overall spatial relationship. The plan and its circulation movement

within the functional space were identified as simple adjacent spaces in relation to the circulation
path of the house (Figure 7).
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Figure 7: simplicity of plan and circulation movement.

to the plan of the houses. Thus the shape of the

values as a part of the Malay traditional houses. |

the use of natural materials, such as, timber gnd ot

of honest structure that contributes to th

and architectural significance that cony®y a sense of time apd place
An indication of such originality is s in the 4d stru

influenced by the local conditions.
The traditional Malay housgssss

89 the segmentation of the spaces depict into two
Lor zone. This expresses the levels of privacy on the basis of
indication was understandable in the tradition of the

observed through t itectural elements and modularity in relation to the human body.

2 A type of verandah, which used to receive guests.

3 Core Main area of house, which referred to as the ,, mother house".
* The Kitchen.
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Figure 8: The Hierarchical relationship Serambi,
Rumah Ibu, and Dapur. Sourc

respond to the available regional materials, but als
the design of its period. For example, the traditio
and Negeri Sembilan demonstrate the most app
characteristic of regional architecture whj i innovative approach in a
new tradition. The values of design in iti been experienced through
the sensory factors, by touching, smel i ipd” The physical components of

these houses experienced in two ways. ructurally, which is important to
the firmness of the house. Secgad ly, where the different zones of spaces
i t of openings on the different sides of

e dynamic gesture of design elements devoted to the
¥, For example, a semantic reflection of the wooden craft

Figure 9: The quality of aesthetics perceived as a dynamic gesture of symbolic ornamental elements devoted to
different parts of the house. Photos taken by authors.
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CONFIRMATIONS

Although evidence from the body of the papers' in topics 2, 3 and 4 are cross examine
and corroborate as a process of validation, the conformity of the implementation design values
were also corroborated in the contemporary Malay houses to confirm the consistency of the
research outcomes. The confirmatory process was conducted in the area of three single regional
domestic architectural buildings to established support for the thesis argument [37]. The samples
were selected deliberately as the author's intention was to achieve a balanced literal replication
through direct observation, based on the criteria explained in the followinggaragraphs.

The basis for selecting these confirmatory samples are derived from mporary phenomenon
within real life in order to examine the validation and assessment proCess Each confirmatory

spirit of tradition and embodied a set of design v
integrated with modern techniques of architectura
rated into particular
ntext. Although there are
apparent dissimilarities among the se i emonstrated considerable
literal replication concerning the

ble tmplementation of the research
ectural design house (Table 1). The

contemporary
interest.
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Table 1: Conformity of Implementation of Traditional Design Values in Contemporary Malay Houses

Selected Samples
Sample No.1 Sample No.2 Sample No.3

Design Values

The spirit of the time and
Place

The structural, functional and
material honesty
Simple forms, i.e. Aesthetics
without considerable
ornaments, simple geometry,
smooth surfaces etc.
it strives to create a
connection between past and
present forms of building
The classic, traditional and
vernacular design value
The regionalism design value
Relies on a belief on
traditional designs as a
preferred typology and
template

Environmental desi

DISCUSSI

The design values o Malay traditional house that takes place within this domain have revealed
a diverse reality corfcerning the essence of traditional architectural design. One of the distinctive
outcomes of this research had signified that fundamentally, architectural design values rely on the
traditional beliefs and perception of society. Theoretical appropriate approach in harmony with the
nature of Malay traditional house architecture is implemented through a constant relationship
between the cultural background and theory of architecture. The Malay traditional house is
significant in its sustainable use of traditional component that contributes to its architectural
character. Additionally, it is based on the belief that Malay traditional house design values are in
accordance with the particular characteristics related to the derivation of regional and national
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identity. Bridging traditional design values and contemporary architecture through the principles
of design relates to the Malay traditional house design values. The traditional Malay house is
imbued with a number of values that influences the development of the design reality, such as
originality, simplicity, honesty, minimal, interaction, quality, character, style, sense of order and
architectural language as well as several functional aspects and its site environment. These design
values and their diverse expressions are, to some degree, a reflection of the development that has
taken place in the contemporary phenomena. Theoretical approaches such as critical regionalism,
vernacularism, and modern regionalism are linked as a guide to utilize the key items of Malay
traditional design values towards innovative design in contemporary Malayhouse architecture.

It is concluded that there exists a robust relationship between ctural creativity and
originality based on traditional design values in Malay architecture.

cultural design. Hence, this research recommends t

traditional house design values in contemporary M

creative, applicable design value concepts gerive

exploration of concepts has to be cong as vital criteria in
architecture that is based on theoretic '

the architectural identity of the Malay
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