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ABSTRACT

Numerals means which refer the number and they have been divided in to cardinal numbers and ordinal
numbers. The cardinal numbers are counting number like “one”, “two”, “three”)etc. and the ordinal
numbers are an adjectival form of a number like “first”, “second”, “third”, etc. Theworld languages
follow different systems like decimal, vigesimal, etc., for counting. Thus an attempt ismade to bringout
the numeral system followed by the Indo-Aryan tribal people by ndme KaNikke:rgiving i Tamilnadu,

India.
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Aim:  The prime aim of this paper is to reveal the numeral system of‘KaNikke:r 4o the world
Obijectives:

1. To identify the numeral system of KaNikke:r goTTi tribe

2. To identify whether this numeral systemrelated Dravidian numeral system
3. To identify whether this numeral system have impact of Dravidian numerals.

INTRODUCTION

KaNikker”is the“name of a'semi,-_nemadic tribe now settled in Chennai, Vellore,
KanchipuramgThiruvannamalas, Chengalpattu, Villupuram, Cuddalore districts of Tamilnadu,
India. They are” pepularly ‘known as Kudkuduppaykka:ran in Tamilnadu. In Tamil
Kuduku@uppay is thetname of a little drum and Kudukuduppaykka:ran is the man who has that
drup?™“Their profession 1§ sooth-saying. But the people call themselves as kaNikke:r ja:t and
their mothertongue as kaNikke:r goTTi. In this expression “goTTi’ means language and this
people use different numeral’system which is different from the majority and official language
by name Tamil.

There is no'detailed study of its name available, except anthropological anecdote by E.
Thurston. E. Thurston says “Budubudike- the Budubudike or Budubudukala are described in
the Mysore Census Report as being “gispy beggars and fortune —tellers from the Marata
Country, who pretend to consult birds and reptiles to predict future events. They are found in
every district of Mysore, but only in small numbers. They use a small kind of double —headed
drum, which is sounded by means of the knotted ends of strings attached to each side of it.
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NUMERALS

The numeral system of KaNikke:r goTTi is a mixture of decimal (10 base) and
vigesimal (20 base) system, up to “twenty” kaNikke:r follow decimal system which is similar to
dominant language Tamil numeral system.
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OBSERVATION

This kaNikke:r numeral system is no doubt a mixture of decimal and vigesimal system.
There are three forms (words) for numeral “one” e:k , 0:k and o:,in the second form initial
e:>0: and in third form final k>gand for “five” two forms available which are “pa:nc” and
“pa:i” (for hundred pa:i (five) x sa: (twenty)=100(hundred)) ,for “twenty” there are two forms
which are “is” and “sa:” (do:n (two) x sa: (twenty)=40(forty)). In Marathi twenty is referred
with “vis”, so it might have been borrowed from Marathi language and the initial “v” might
have been droppedin kaNikke:r goTTi.

The kaNikke:r derive 21 to 39 with a link morpheme ‘@@, for numegal “twenty one” is
(twenty) + in +e:k (one)= is in e:k (twenty one),for numeral “thitty ning? is
(twenty) + in + akko:ni (nineteen) = is in akko:ni (thirtyynine)and<alseftwo forms available for
“hundred” which are pa:isa:(pa:i (5) x sa: (20)=400) and sambha¥r which too available in
Marathi. For “one lakh” kaNikke:r have their own/form (word) o:fankla.

My observation is that the kaNikke:r followsa mixture‘ofdecimal system and

Vigesimal system, up to 20 decimal @nd from. 21 vigesimal system and it is not related to
Dravidian numerals and, do not have/impact of Dravidian humerals; alsothis numeral system is
peculiar to Dravidian land.
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