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LIVE-IN-RELATIONSHIP: AN INDIAN SCENARIO

Dr. Kalpana Deokar

The oldest institution on earth concerning human relationship is marriage that has survived all
odds all over the world. In India marriage has always been considered,a sacrament. It is an
important institution, where the parents and elder in the family arran plan their children’s
marriage by taking into account factors like age, height, personal vélue tes, background of
their families, caste and also sometimes astrological compatibilit

The joy of marriage blessed with loving respectful children
into responsible adult. It is a dream of most man and
culture. Traditionally, marriage has been an exclusj
includes most intimate of acts, the sexual union.

The husband and wife are considered as i al consequences of
marriage that follow add to the sanctit legally entitles both the
egitimate children of the

is traditional and religious approach
live-in-relationship, children out of

tial element of marriage. The concept of live-in-relationships is
he only difference is that earlier people were hesitant in declaring
fear of the society but now the people are openly in this kind of

relationship.

CONCEPT OFLIVE-IN-RELATIONSHIP

A living arrangement in which an unmarried couple lives together under the same roof in a long
term relationship that resembles a marriage is known as a live- in-relationship. Thus, it is the
type of arrangement in which a man and woman live together without getting married. This form
of relationship has become an alternate to marriage in metropolitan cities in which individual
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freedom is the top priority amongst the youth and nobody wants to get entangled into the typical
amongst the youth and nobody wants to get entangled into the typical responsibilities

Live-in-relationships are not new in our society. The only difference is how people have become
open about it. Formally they are known as “Maitray Kararas” or “Maitray Sambandh. It is said
that, it is better to have live-in-relationship rather than having divorced life.

The legal definition of live-in-relationship is, “an arrangement of living gfider which the couple
which is married live together to conduct a long going relationship simd in marriage”.

and obligations on either of the partners

LEGAL STATUS OF LIVE IN RELATI

relationship. There is no specific law
legislation to define the rights and obl

two individuals li ether but there are no right and no obligations on either of the partners.

TYPES OF COHABITATION OR LIVE-IN-RELATIONSHIP

The most common types are:

1. Dating Cohabitation
2. Premarital Cohabitation
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3. Trial marriage
4. Substitute for legal Marriage

Dating Cohabitation occurs when a couple spend a grate deal of time together eventually decided
to move in together for convenience, finances, companionship and sexual accessibility. Such
couples are unsure of the quality of their relationship and there is no long term commitment.
(Manning and Smock, 2005)

Trial marriage is a type of living together similar to Premarital Coh where the partners
want to see what marriage might be like and it’s attractive to doubtful about
issues like ethnicity, religion, finances and personalities etc.

still legally married to someone else or may be di
very insecure and prefers many kind of relations

80 legal and social difficulties arose in separation.
pported or not allowed by family due to inter-religion, age

partner.
To es€ape the loneliness in their lives senior citizens have started preferring live in
relationships.

BENEFITS OF LIVE-IN-RELATIONSHIP

Live-in-relationship is a matter of personal choice more than anything else. It is fine until the
people in the relationship are happy living like this. Societies are also accepting this trend
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slowly. There are many reasons for the increase in this trend. The first and most important reason
is the increasing importance of individual liberties over the social obligations. The role of social
structures and family is decreasing in the live of the individuals.

Majority of the people no prefer to have a settle career, financial stability and professional
growth over having a family and getting tried to responsibilities. Marriages are getting short live
and the trend of marrying in forties has also increased. This is not a new trend for the societies
all over the world and it is being accepted all over now.

relationship more easily. (De Maris, 2001)

Couples who postpone marriage have a lower likefihood of divorce beca ipg older | one of
the best prediction of a stable marriage.

Live-in-relationships do not have to dea

Live-in-relationship helps people to y care for each other hen
unpleasant realities like payment of bi e up

The benefits of marriage cg R a lot of responsibilitis. The marital obligations towards the
spouse, towards the ‘ d towards the marital house are an
inseparable part of t : ge. To avoid tR§ obligations of a traditional marriage and on
the other hand tgfenjoy s’ together, the concept of live in relation has

} Live i ationships provide for a life free from responsibility and

married women do.
Compare to married couple cohabitants have a weaker commitment to their
relationship, low level of happiness, satisfaction and more likely to be in faithful.
Spouses who cohabit demonstrate more negative behavior after marriage then
Marriage then spouses who don’t cohabit.
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o One should not live together at all before marriage a there is no evidence that
cohabitation leads to better or stronger marriage.
Economic Advantages- “We can save money by sharing living expenses”.
Companionship — “We are able to spend more time together”
Increased Intimacy-“We can share sexual and emotional intimacy without getting
married”.
Easy Breakup-“If the relationship doesn’t work there is no jfessy divorce”.
Compatibility-“Living together is a good way to fin
character”.
Trial Marriage-“Were living together because w

of maintenance
supported by the

rs. In October, 2008, the
Maharashtra Government also suppog€d the concept of I

proposal made by Malimath Committ@&and L

2d household, when they are related by consanguinity, marriage, or
through a relatio wthe nature of marriage, adoption or are family members living together
as a joint family. Thi#, the definition of domestic relationship includes not only the relationship
of marriage but also a relationship in the nature of marriage’.
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STATUS OF CHILDREN OF COUPLES IN LIVE IN RELATIONSHIP

Since there is no specific law that recognizes the status of the couples in live in relationship,
hence the law as to the status of children born to couples in live in relationship is also not very
Clear.

The Hindu marriage Act, 1955 gives grants the status of legitimacy to every child irrespective of
his birth out of a void, voidable or a legal marriage. But there is no spg#fic law that raises any
presumption of legitimacy in favour of children of live in partners. T, of children of live
in partners becomes very insecure in case the partners step out of gheir rela ip. There comes
the requirement of a strong provision to safeguard the rig

provision to secure the future of the child and also entitling the

of both the parents.

CONCLUSION

Cohabitation or live in relationship oft

approach. Despite being highly preval untries, the reality with
regard to the social fabric of India is@@rastically different. Jhi comprehended from the
fact that in India, marriage continues @ be the diasiiimi

Publications, New

Gore M. S. (1968),” “Urbanization and Family Change”, Popular Prakashan
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